Veins around the esophagus and the stomach: do their calibrations provide a diagnostic clue for portal hypertensive gastropathy?
We analyze whether calibrations of esophagogastric veins can be used as an indirect sign for the presence of portal hypertensive gastropathy (PHG). The diameters of the left gastric, paraesophageal, and azygos veins were measured on magnetic resonance (MR) portograms of 57 patients with portal hypertension. The mean diameters of the above mentioned veins in patients with and without PHG were compared with Mann-Whitney U test. The diametral associations between the left gastric and azygos veins were assessed with Fisher's exact test in respect to the presence of PHG. In patients with PHG, the mean diameters of the left gastric, paraesophageal, and azygos veins were not statistically different from those in patients without PHG (P>.05). There was no significant difference in the diametral relationship between the left gastric and azygos veins in patients with and without PHG. The calibrations of the veins around the esophagus and the stomach do not provide any clue about the presence of PHG.